Addition of 4.0 ml (1 M) NaOH to a stirred aqueous solution of CoCl 2 · 6H2O (0.477 g, 2.00 mmol) in 6.0 ml H2O produced a pale red precipitate. On standing, the initial pale red precipitate rapidly turned blue and finally dark green. After centrifugation, the dark green precipitate was added to a stirred aqueous solution of azelaic acid (0.37 g, 2.00 mmol) in 10 ml H 2 O and adjusted to pH = 5.0 by dropwise addition of NaOH (1 M). The resulting mixture was then loaded into a 23 ml teflon-lined stainless steel autoclave, which was heated at 438 K for 4 days. After cooling and filtration, the filtrate was allowed to stand at room temperature and rose-colored plate-like crystals grew in two weeks (yield: ca. 24% based on the initial CoCl 2 · 6H2O input). Analysis: calc. for C18H52Co2O20 (%) -C, 30.60; H, 7.42; found -C, 30.52; H, 7.59. IR data as well as TG/DTA results are included in the deposited CIF file. figure, bottom) . On the other hand, two crystallographically distinct lattice water molecules are hydrogen bonded to one another to form zigzag chains along the [100] direction. Through hydrogen bonds, the formed chains function as connector between the hydrogen bonded thick layers.
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Addition of 4.0 ml (1 M) NaOH to a stirred aqueous solution of CoCl 2 · 6H2O (0.477 g, 2.00 mmol) in 6.0 ml H2O produced a pale red precipitate. On standing, the initial pale red precipitate rapidly turned blue and finally dark green. After centrifugation, the dark green precipitate was added to a stirred aqueous solution of azelaic acid (0.37 g, 2.00 mmol) in 10 ml H 2 O and adjusted to pH = 5.0 by dropwise addition of NaOH (1 M). The resulting mixture was then loaded into a 23 ml teflon-lined stainless steel autoclave, which was heated at 438 K for 4 days. After cooling and filtration, the filtrate was allowed to stand at room temperature and rose-colored plate-like crystals grew in two weeks (yield: ca. 24% based on the initial CoCl 2 · 6H2O input). Analysis: calc. for C18H52Co2O20 (%) -C, 30.60; H, 7.42; found -C, 30.52; H, 7.59. IR data as well as TG/DTA results are included in the deposited CIF file. 
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